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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CARACAS 6287 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EAIR, VE 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: PANAM 747 CARGO SERVICE TO MARACAIBO 
REF: (A) CARACAS 6234 (B) STATE 168554 

1 . IN THE ABSENCE OF THE DIRECTOR OF AIR TRANSPORT, 

EMBASSY HAS DISCUSSED MATTER WITH TIRADO OF FOREIGN MINISTRY. 
TIRADO STATED THAT AS FAR AS HE HAS BEEN INFORMED, EARLIER 747 
FLIGHTS TO MARACAIBO CAUSED SERIOUS DAMAGE TO RUNWAY AND 
TAXIWAY SHOULDERS, ESPECIALLY AT THE TURNOFFS. 

2. TIRADO ADDED THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN IN FAVOR OF MENTIONING 

THE 30-DAY DEADLINE BUT THAT HE DOES NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT CONTROL 
OVER MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT OFFICIALS TO HAVE BEEN ABLE TO AVOID 
THIS. HE SURMISES THAT IN VIEW OF THE TECHNICAL OBJECTIONS WHICH 
WOULD PREVENT PANAM 747 SERVICE ANYWAY, THE DIRECTOR OF AIR 
TRANSPORT FELT THAT THIS SMALL QUOTE DIG UNQUOTE REGARDING LATE 
FILING WAS WORTH WHILE. 

3. HAVING MADE THESE POINTS, TIRADO THEN WENT ON TO SUGGEST 
THAT PANAM DISCUSS TECHNICAL PROBLEMS WITH APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS 
AND IF THESE CAN BE RECONCILED (E.G. BY WEIGHT LIMITATIONS), 

THEN REFILE. 
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